SOME EARLY HISTORY OF THE AEROMODELLING CLUB OF DALBY, QUEENSLAND.

All the photographs shown here were taken in Dalby from 1949 to 1951.

Sometime later, some of the people in the photos and a new comer Joe Simms started the first Dalby Aero modelling Club, which eventually became mostly control line with some free flight.  The Squaw C/L with a frog 500 seemed to be the dominating beast, some highly modified with Joe Simms the best C/L flyer.

Our field was a paddock on the eastern edge of town just south of the railway line. Today if you were standing there you would be in someone’s house. Years later Joe Simms and Co. shifted the Club to the Cecil Plains Road.

I left Dalby in 1951 to be married in Rockhampton and settled into a new job at Walkers Ltd., Maryborough.  I am still living there in 2009.

Regards,

BYRON CHRISTMAS
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Ref. folder 1.  (1 photo)

THE FIRST MODELS I BUILT IN DALBY WERE RUBBER POWERED.

THE ABOVE PHOTO SHOWS MY “TERN” ON LEFT, - KIT BY CONTROL AIRCRAFT CO.  PLANE ON THE RIGHT WAS MADE BY JACK THOMPSON.
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Ref. folder 2  (2 photos)

THE NEXT TWO PHOTOS ABOVE ARE OF A KIEL KRAFT COMPETITOR MODEL IT WAS THE BEST FLYER OF THE THREE.  RUBBER POWERED MODELS.
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Ref. folder 3  (3 photos)
I BUILT MY OWN DESIGNED SAILPLANE, ALL SOLID BALSA (WINGS AND ALL) AND IT FLEW LIKE A BRICK, EXCEPT FOR ONE HOT DAY WHEN IT DRIFTED OVER THE FIRST HOUSE AND I THOUGHT “NOW I’M IN TROUBLE”.  INSTEAD IT STARTED TO GO UP AND UP RIGHT OVER DALBY AT ABOUT SEVEN OR EIGHT HUNDRED FEET AND THEN CAME DOWN IN A PADDOCK ON THE WESTERN SIDE OF DALBY, NEAR NAPIER BROS. ENGINEERING.  WE FOLLOWED IT THROUGH TOWN IN CARS...
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Ref. folder 4  (1 photo)

I BUILT A KIT CALLED RADIUS 1CC DIESEL POWERED CONTROL LINE PLANE AND WE ALL LEARNED TO FLY ON IT.  IT SEEMED INDESCRUTABLE, BUILT LIKE A TORPEDO AND THE TWO HALVES HELD TOGETHER WITH RUBBER BANDS. THE FUSELAGE WAS BALSA AND CARDBOARD COMPOSITE AND POINTED BOTH ENDS – WING AND TAIL PLANE SOLID BALSA – COTTON LINES.
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Ref. folder 5  (3 photos)

I MAY BE WRONG BUT TO MY KNOWLEDGE I BUILT THE FIRST FREE FLIGHT POWERED PLANE.  IT WAS A FROG KIT, I THINK AND POWERED BY A 1CC DIESEL ENGINE.  IT WAS CALLED A “DIZZY DIESEL”  AS THE THREE PHOTOS ABOVE SHOW, I LET IT GO ON JUST OVER HALF THROTTLE, NOT KNOWING WHAT TO EXPECT.  IN FIRST PHOTO, JACK THOMPSON ON LEFT AND MYSELF ON RIGHT.  SECOND PHOTO FLICK TO START AND THIRD PHOTO SHE WENT UP VERTICAL.  TIMER CUT IT – A PERFECT FLIGHT.  MANY SUCCESSFUL FLIGHTS AFTER THAT.
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Ref. folder 6  (2 photos)

 ANOTHER PROJECT OF MINE WAS TO DESIGN AND BUILD A PLANE POWERED BY A 2 CC ED DIESEL ENGINE. IT HAD A FIVE FEET WINGSPAN

WITH FLAT CENTRE SECTION AND LIFTING WING RIBS – FREE FLIGHT, OF COURSE AS SHOWN IN THE ABOVE PHOTOS.  NO-ONE AT DALBY HAD RADIO CONTROL IN THOSE DAYS.  THE TIMER WAS A CLOSED CYLINDER AND SPRING LOADED PISTON WITH REGULATED AIR BLEED AT THE CLOSED END.  THE PISTON ROD PULLED A FLAP ON THE CARBURETTOR WHICH COVERED A HOLE IN THE TOP OF THE FUEL BOWL AND EXCLUDED AIR AND STOPPED THE ENGINE.  I HAD MANY REWARDING FLIGHTS AND SOLD IT INTACT WHEN I LEFT DALBY.
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Ref. folder 7 (6 photos)

THE NEXT SERIES OF PHOTOS WERE TAKEN AT DALBY, SOME ARE OF LOCAL MEMBERS AND SOME ARE OF BRISBANE FLYERS AND THEIR PLANES. PHOTOS WERE TAKEN WHEN THE CLUB RAN A MODEL AIRCRAFT PAGEANT ONE WEEKEND IN 1950.
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