The following newspaper extracts are dated from around 1936 through 1939

and show a continuous progression of model aeroplane activity within and around the Maryborough
region. The extracts also show interaction with other Queensland and interstate regions.

Many thanks goes to those members and friends of the Maryborough Model Aeroplane Club who
have provided what follows.

As there are a lot of Newspaper extracts provided the following tEtory wil? bfe presenteﬁ ‘in parts of

which part one ‘Kicks Off’ this particular era. —
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MODEL AERO CLUB |
SUCCESSFUL FLIGHTS 1\,

(Contributed).

The weather was ideal for model
flving last Sunday. and a largg numbe.!
of meinbers were present with thgn‘
planes at the Ululah reserve. . Flying
was started early. and fligats of
minutes rather than seconds were the
order of the afternoon. C. Murdoch. D
Wright, and E. Howard put u? the
best performances, and the smal) boyvs
present were worlk'mg overtime rev
irieving the models. .
ré Murdoch gave the best flisht of
the afternoon with a time of ? min.
3sec. His high-wing monoplane had a
slightir tapered wing of 33;-ipc!n spaa,
and a propeller of 10i-inch dli:l‘ It was
net cesigned for championship \York,
but was a.solid general purpose ).b.

There were a few “crack-ups’ r_Jurng
the afternoon.. the worst occurring ta
V. Buch's “B-IIL.”" He was ‘.v_m_d_'.n;
it up with a winder, and after piling
about 300 turns into the rubber moter,
the niopeller shaft broke an.d thes
coilert up  rubber shot back into thg
fuselage. breaking the plane's back. .

There has been some controversy iff
‘he club rezarding the merits of bals?
“wond cnd kaurie pine nropellers. Thosa

fa- :
wealiness is compensated for by t.‘_le
time szved in carving. while those in
favour of kaurie say that its strength
more than compensates for the extra
time and work involved in the con«
structior of propellers from this wood.
i One ©f the supporters of balsa changed
is mind suddenly when his plgne
diveu into the ground .on its firsf
fiicht. and his_beautiful ba}se pro=
peller scattered all over the land«
i scape

! ment with his red-winged moncplane,
which had an unpleasant habit of
dwvinz under power at the backs of
innocent bystanders. After aAfew of
these power dives. it was abolished as
a punlic menace. )

A peculiar accident happened to C.
: Roberts' silver and red racer. It was
Efi}'in; at its cruising speed qf about
’4(‘ m.p.h.. when  the prnpel.e‘:‘ and
nese-kleck fell completely out of  the
plane Hewever. it eased gently down
Pta a purlect pancake landing. ‘
I .-\n‘\‘- ne interesied in mede' f{ivirg

; )
is cordially inv

iterd to the usnal forte

nightly’ meeting of the-club. .wh.'_‘h
{ will take place on Friday nicht in
| King's Cafe.
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n2 balsa say .that its natural
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| E. Foward provided some excites
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MARYBOROUGH CLUB

MEMBERS ENTHUSIASTIC

Last Monday night a ‘meeting of the
newly formed Maryborough branch
of the Model Flying Club of Austra-

lia was held in Cafe Kings. The elec-
uon cof officers was the first business
of the club, and those voted to posi-
tions were: Messrs. A. Nagel, presi-
dent: C. Murdoch. vice-president: F.
Therkelsen, secretary; Mr. J. L.
Croucher, treasurer.

A research committee was also ap-
pointed. Its duties are to investigate
and experiment on new material and
design, and report its findings to the
club. Those appointed to the research
commities were Messrs. L. Hansen, D.
Wright and E. Howard.

Membership fees of the club were
placed at 1/- per calendar month, pay-
able in advance on the first of each
month. Meetings are to be held every
alternate Friday night in Cafe Kings.

The club resolved to make these
meetings as interesting as possible,
and as soon as ordinary business is
completed one of the research com-
mitiee will give a lecture on various
phases of model airplane construc-
tion and design.

The research committee was in-
structed by the club to experiment on
the design of a single spar tractor
machine, which new memters will
use as a basis for their first attempt
at building a flying model.

During the evening Mr. F. Therkel-
sSen gave an explanation of the various
types and classes of model flying ma-
chines. ’ !

Those present at the meeting were
Messrs. D. Wright. C. Howard. R. Fan-
shawe. N. Churchward. H. Klein. M.
Ditchman. C. Murdoch, G Ditchman,
J. L. Croucher, A, Nagel, V. Birch,
L. Hansen and F. Therkelsen.

The club is a branch of the Model
Flying Club of Australia, which is
afliliated with the Society of Model
Aeronautical Engineers. Great Brit-
ain. and the National Aeronautic As-
sociation, America.

The Model Flying Club of Austra-
lia has as. patron. His Excellency the
Governor-General. Lord Gowrie. V.C;
K.C.M.G.. C.B. D.S.O: Sir Keith Smith.
K.B.E. as president. and Ivor Fresh-
man, chiel designer for the Model
Flying Co.. Ltd.. as secretary. .°

Members of the Maryborough branch
are reminded that general flying will
* take place on Sunday afternoon next,
on Ululah Reserve, next to the golf
house. ’ :
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MODEL PLANES
IR R —_—— :
¥ WEEK-END FLIGHTS .
i 1Oontributed1) =
The exhibition of model flying at the
T @ero pageant was not quite up to the
expectations of the club, but it gave
the general public some idea of how
~& model plane performs. There were
only four members. actually flying, and
of these F. Therkelsen had the misfor-
- -~ —tune to smash the motor-stick of his
€3-inch wingspan Warner monocoupe
before it had a -chance to leave the
ground. However, this will not hap-
Pen again, as he has ordered a 3-
cylinder compressed air motor to pul
.dn this job, thus obviating the need of
the comparatively inefficient -rubber
motor, .and its necessary motor-stick.
The stick-model contest, which was
to have been held last ‘Sunday, has
been postponed until mext Sunday
owing ot the exceptionally strong
wind. which made it practically in-
Possible to get -a stick-job off / the
Bround. Despite the wind, howevei,
many members had their fuselage
models at Ululah, and a lot were
2 o Toticed putting in extra _ strands of
Tubber for more power necessary 1o
fight the wind. - Even then, the models
= tould make no headway when flying
into the wind, some having a tend-
€ncy to fly backwards. When - the
velocity -of the wind was at its
‘ereatest, oné of C. Murdoch's jobs flew
- ual a great height to the Baddow side
S— of the golf links from immediately
behind the tennis courts at Ululah. The
endurance of this flight (until the plane
-—- - -—--went,out of sight at the back of the
links) was only 1min. Ssec., so this
gives some idea of the high speed at
- which it was flying with the wind be-
hind it. s .
Our branch of the Model Flying
— Tlub of Australia hopes to produce in
‘the near future the first model air-
blane powered by a miniature petrol
= - - engine, to be seen in Maryborough.
These ‘gas models,” as they are called,
have a wingspan of from six to twelve
- ffeet, and are the nearest approach to
the real thing that it is possible tola
Let. The power plant is an air-ccoled |t
--—— Sitgle ¢ylinder two-stroke petrol en-|a
'tine with a(j-inch bore and a thir-!s|
teen-sixteenth -.inch stroke. .It is |
_.. rated at one-fifth horse-power and has|
2 gpeed range of from 1200 to 7000 | d|
rp.m. The cost of one of these jobs |V
—. s rather high, but so -soon as the | ©
necessaty funds are available the club b
intends to show - Maryborough what |2
— ——___medel flying really is. “i - .- : ‘t"..l
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Proof of thé éi;;}ni}xde-dﬁess. ot'. the

coming generation’ was given in the
Cisplay of model aeroplanes. There
were well over half a dozen flving

abeout and the public showed keen in-
terest. One of the first to flv gave the
impression of being fully 10 feet long
while flying.'and even several pilots
accepted the illusion, forgetting for the
moment .that having nothing to muke
a comparison’ with. the model in their
eyes, assumed great proportions. As it
came down ‘it appeared to shrink until.
as it came in focus with the trees. its

true length of about 2 feet 6 inches wus | _

obvious. The. display was a credit to
the young men responsible, and if it
was a scurce of joy to them. it was no
less so to those privileged to witness
the demonstration. 139264
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; INTERESTING FLIGHTS

Flying at the TUlulah Reserve was|. .
not up to the ‘usual standard last
Sunday, as the wind was very gusty,
and a number of members were busy
building their stick jobs for the con-
test to be held on Sunday week.

B C. Murdoch, as usual, put up }'he pest R
"l flight of the afternoon with his high-
wing monoplane which performs con-
sistently and well every flight, whet}'{er
it is blowy or not. His time was lmin. ||
45sec.

D. Wright’s job was flying well until
"} the wind drove it into a fence, smash-
ing the wing. e )

V. Buch's B-1 and B-111 made some|
good flights although it took him a long

time to get it adjusted. These two
planes are of his own design, and,
with a little more adjustment, should
reach the championship stage.

F. Therkelsen’s silver racer made the
most spectacular flight of the after-
noon, as he adjusted it to loop gnd
roll at a very high speed. The wing
finally folded back when it was pull-
ing out of a loop. - )

{ N. Proctor proved with his “Inter-
-| ceptor” that the design is one of the
best in this class of model. )

L. Hansen had very bad luck with
his red monoplane, as a strong gust}?
of wind took half the wing -away be-|:
fore he got it properly adjusted.

V. Ellwood’s “Kestrel’’ was the most
stable of them all, despite the windy
conditidns. )
 There 'will be the usual flying on
Sunday next, and members are Te-
minded that there will be a stick
- model contest on Sunday week.
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LAST SUNDAY'S TRIALS .

There was .a good attendance of
members of the Model Flying Club
and spectators at the Ululah reserve
on Sunday last, but as the wind was
very gusty, nothing unusual was seen
as far as duration flying was con- |,
cerned. D. Wright made the best time |-
of the afternoon with 1min. 45sec. C.
Murdoch tried out a new job which
was very successful. V. Buch's B-III
made the best flight of the afternoon ||
as far ‘as altitude was concerned. His |
craft reached a tremendous height. J.
Croucher had a large new job out for
“|the first ‘time. and it showed great|!
promise on its trial flights. F. Therkel- |!
sen was flying Jack Oxman's “Frog," |
—— {a small job of 12:inch - wing span, |-
‘which flew at a tremendous speed. |
- Members. are notified that sticks
- ——- 'models_for the contest to be held next !
Sunday must have a wing span of not
less than 24 inches and not more than .

1

28 inches. At the aerial pageant on |
Saturday afternoon there will be an

- - -exhibition of model flying by half a|:
cozen members of the club. This last!;
activity will be discussed at the fort- ¢
nightly meeting. }
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CLUB _A'cnvmzs

s (Contributed).

_The velocity of the wind was ‘very
h.xgh last Sunday, but flying was car-
ried on as usual at Ululah. The best
flight of the afternoon in the fuselage
class was made by D. Wright with
1 min. 20 secs. On this flight his model
flew with the wind and soon disap-
peared behind the golf links. He
chased it on a bicycle, maintaining
that a mile or so was too far to hike,
C. Murdoch had one of his models
rise off the short grass for a flight of
52 secs. F. Therkelsen made the best
flight in the stick class ‘with 50 secs.
V. Buch was flying a 12-inch Berry
Junior. This plane is ideal for the be-
ginner requiring only about half an
hour’s  work to construct. Anyone
wishing to build this machine has only
to get in touch with Viv. Buch at 88
Pallas-street when he will gladly sup-
ply all information.

quiring after the best duration made
by a model plane in Maryborough. To
the best of our knowledge, the record
was made by W. Phillips some years
ago whe he flew a mode! for 17
minutes until it went out of sight and
was never seen again.

A number of members are now
designing their own models, and it ap-
pears that some are not obtaining the
stability in flight that is an important
factor insecuring good duration. Every
movement that a model makes may
actually -be classified
about any one of three axes, or as a
combination of two or three such
simple rotations. Thus, there are only
three fundamental forms of stability,
each one pertaining to rotation or
resistance to rotation, about one of the
three axes. The three forms are lateral
stability. a function of rotation about
the longitudinal stability _ about the
vertical axis. The most efficient way
to stabilise a model laterally is by the
use of a dihedral in the wings. A
dihedral is incorporated in a wing by
making it in such a way that the
wing-tips are higher than the centre
section. The average amount of di-

hedral for most models is one inch
elevation of each wing-tip per foot of
wing-span. The methods of obtaining
directional and longitudinal stability

as a rotation |’

A number of people have been in- |-

MODEL FLYING
PLANE LOST

(Contributed).

Conditions at Ululah were not the
best last Sunday, but the model flyer:
are getting so used to flying in a hign
wind that there were no crack-ups of
any consequence during the afternoon.
D. Wright put up a job for a trial|
flight with the motor holding about 2
its maximum number of turns. It flew
towards Baddow, and was last seen
coming down in the bush this side of
Paddow Station. Although there was
a large party looking for it, no trace
was found. Any information concern-
ing it will be gladly received by the
owner,

The contest for fuselage models in ||

13.

‘| fuselage ‘contest will be held in the

class C was run off. results being:—
i Viv. Buch (1 min. 6 sec.) 1. D. Wright
; (I min. 1 sec.) 2, C. Murdoch (54 sec.) |

On Sunday. October 11. a class C

morning at the aerodrome. Models are |
in class C when the area of the main
supporting  surface is over 100 but'|
under 150 sq. ins. It is %0 be hoped
that the times will be much better |i
than those of last Sunday.

Now, a little more about stability
in model planes. In directional stability.
the fin or vertical tail surface is the
controlling factor. Its area. and the
distance- at which it is located from |}
the centre of gravity (centre of wing) ||
determines the amount of directional
stability any particular plane will
possess. If a high degree of stability
is desired so that the model will fly
consistently under all conditions,
fin movement arm. or the distance of
the fin from the centre of tHe wing,
should be equal to about half the
wingspan, and never less than two-
fifths the wingspan unless the fin ha:

for the short movement arm.
However, the long movement arm is
riuch more desirable as it also re-
duces the angle of yaw. On a rubber
vowered model the general rule fo:-
fin area states that the area should
not be less than 11 per cent. of the
v;ing area when the movement arm i
equal to half the wingspan. If the
movement arm is less, then the fin
area should be larger than 11 per cent.
in the same proportion that the move-
ment .arm is shorter than " half the
wingspan. That is, the product cf
these two quantities Should be a con-
stant on any particular model. - N
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an abnormally large area to compen- |

|1

| the open.
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" MEMBERS IMPROVING \
(Contributed).

" There was a-good roll-up of -planes
at* Ululah. last Sunday afternoon, -and
the ‘improvement in the ability of the
. model flyers to adjust and trim their

{4 models was very evident.

It is very seldom now that the en-
thusiasts leave the fieid with a box full
of wrecks as was the case in the early
days'of the club. Des. Wright is feel-
ing ‘'very happy at ‘the moment because
a iBaddow resident found the p!;ne
which he lost a week prc—viously.. hlgh
in a tree. Except for a few splits in
.the paper covering of the tusglage, it
was none the worse for its sojourn in
*Model planes -are not
affected by rrain, as the coverings are
‘doped with various mixtures which
-waterproof and strengthen them.

C. Murdoch broke his previous re-
cord of 2min. 5sec. for a general pur-
| pose job, with a*flight of 2min. 24sec.
““The fuselage contest in class C to be

- | held next Sunday morning at the aero-

2

¢

drome promises-some good flying. The
boys are now taking’ much.more care
over the construction of their models

| because- of the contests which are now

being conducted. - One welljknown
builder took four hours to build .the
tailplane and fin of his contest job,
whereas he generally slaps the whole
lane together in that time.
p'Very sgoon now the contests for the
Nagel and Croucher cups will com-
mence, and members -are also advised
to hunt up plans for a good Wakeﬁgld-
job, as the club will soon be holding
contests for the Wakefield Trophy.

We have word -that the Bundaberg
and Gympie branches of the ._Model
Flying Club of Australia are being re-

| formed, and in the .near future we hope

to conduct inter-city meets and con-
tests.

Interest in model flying has been
greatly increased throughout the Com-
monwealth by a £200 subsidy granted
by the Government to the Model .'Ejly-
ing Club for the purpose of e_xplomyg i
model flying -and -stimulating . air-
mindedness in the young people of
Australia. . ,The ~ Government realises
the importance-of: air-mindedness in a
nation -such as ours, and is doing all

it can to foster it. ;
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that the propellor will turn so long
when its power is only a few strands
of elastic.” For their benefit we would
point out that the propellor on a rub-
ber-driven model runs from about one
19 two minutes” During that time the
model Eaim such a height that'when
the free-wheeler on the propellor takes
over, the model is ready to take ad-
vantage of any up-currents, and if ad-
justed properly “will make a glide
many times longer than the rubber
motor has run. ’

When Viv. Buch’s model flew out ot

Wonderful Performance

A 40-MINUTE FLIGHT

(Contributed).

Last Sunday the first contest for the!
Croucher Cup was held at Ululah. Thei
weatner was perfect, being ve.ry hot,;
Wit Cumk o ibreatth 'Ofnl“:gd.and 'I;g:i until finally it could Be seen only when
heated air rose straig A

e { banked and the sun glinted on the
soas ﬂyerzf mgde then::o:;doidguixt wings. Soon it disappeared altogethe:,
knowledge air curre

> g d:and was not seen again until it was
ment of model 'planes in attaining 800d: .oy neq 1o its owner late.in the after-
aurations.

. noon, having been found behind Doen
The contest for the cup was in class Villa,
C and the times obtaineq were very A FASCINATING PASTIME
gmck;t.bener.ethan SR e Sund;y. The flight of a model aeroplane is a
oL : y wenderful thing when one stops to
3. \{i\;‘.“Buch. Smin.; H2sec; think about it. A machine, heavier than
sight).

2. F. Therkelsen, 4min. 58sec.

3. C. Murdoch, 2min. 33sec.

The open contest started at 12 a.m.
snd C Murdoch ‘was the first entrant .

to g'v' t;l'i l;éeh:)sf r:mhoede:ofgfo hi?x‘;:t alr?g interesting. There is always some new
yards this g y

actly 40min. 24 1-5sec. afterwards it:6 Prcblem to solve, and some new record
exactly : -5sec. i :
rrade a perfect landing in the centre !0 break.

; is i it| The first contest for the Wakefleld
of fhe swrpdrang, Dutny e, 508 vy vl e it o3 Uipiah g

I morning of the first Sunday of next
with the time-keepers and other mem- | 1 = e oy
bexrs following it on bicycles. By the| month. November 1, wet or fine. Speci

4 | fications of the Wakéfield job are as
time they ar;!’vgd ::;kgzrt‘eU}lllél:‘: t;; | follows:—The fuselage or body must be
{g,-.zhoth:e geenrscontest will be con. | fully covered and must conform to the
unch. e c |

tinued next Sunday afternoon at Ulu-
lah and is open to all comers and all

(ont ot

ing and controlling itself as though
someone were at the controls. It is a
mysterious’ thing, and that is one of
the reasons why model building is so

!'eross sectional area of fuselage equals
. | overall length of model divided by .100.
pes of machines. i The total ares of the mainplane or
RUBBER-DRIVEN MODELS | wing must be 200 square inehes, minus

The times set up on Sunday show a tolerance of 10 square inches, No

that Miaryborough has a club equal to, model shall have a total weight of less|’

R T i
any in “Australia. Forty minutes is 2 than 4 ounces. Z

sight,” it circled.up on a rising current |

air, flying in space, meanwhile balanc- !,

| formula—minimum value of maximum |'

wonderful .time for any model air-;
plane. and Cec. ‘Murdoch can be Justly; - -
preud cf his icb. Approximately ioyu'l
months ago he*built his first moaeJ:
plane and it was net a success. How- |
ever, he built another. get a rec_ord of ;
2min. 3sec.. broke that with 2min. 2-1-1 v
sec.. and then that with 40min, 24sec. == =
Aall thi=  was accomplished with the
same ‘plane, his second attempt. |

We have heard people say upon bg-.\
ing told that a ' model flew a certain:
pumber of minutes: ¥You ¢an’t tell me i

e
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_ Club’s gﬁtg ";{‘ |
VISIT TO BUNDABERG

(Coniributed.)

The model flvers were out in the
sUMT brecze last Sunday afternoon try-
ing to adjust their  planes for next

_ __ Surnday’s fiving. which will be in Bun-
dcberg. For the most part they were
unsuccessful in securing good times, as
condiiions were too windy. C. Mur-

"7 doeh made the best flight with his|
championship job, which few from
near the Golf House. right across the

" links. and landed abgut 20 vards this
side ¢f the river's edge. He did not
have the clock on the flight. but it is
estimaied to have been between four
and five minutes. This was an excep-
tionally fine performance considering
=== the wind.
Next Sundsy the club s going to
Bundaberz to hold a general meet
- with the Bundaberg Model Aeroplane
»Club. We wonld like to see evervonc
Avho possesses a muodel plane make the
trip. Arrangements for the safe car-
riage .of models have been made. and
all delails may be obtained from the
secretary, )
WAKEFIELD TROPHY.
Al Ululah on Sunday week. Novem-
ber 1. the first contest to be held in
Maryborough for the Wakefield trophy

/

B will take place. This contest is for
7 fuselzze models. which must conform
to the formula:—Minimum value of

maximum cross <ectional area of fusel-
‘age  equals overall length squared.
divided Ly 109. The overall length is
from the rear of the t{ail post to ine
~ frent of the propeller hub. The plane
must not weigh under 4ozs. and the
arca of the main plane must be 200 sqQ.
ins.. minus a Wlerance of 10 sq. ins.
The contest is rather a stiff one. the
model ‘having to rise off {he ground
frem a standstill without any help. and
the timers are not allowed to follow it,
©r use binoculars. Each contestant
-—— - mus! have three flights. and the aver-
age lime of these. not the best one. is
taken into consideration.

© SEATLANE CONTEST.

The model builders are reminded
that now is the time to start thinking
about converting their land planes into
seaplanes, as in about a month's time
there will be a R.O.W. (rise off water)
contest.  While we are on the subject
of seaplanes. a good dope for water-
proofing the tissue on floats is a mix-
ture of white shellac and methylated
spirits. This is quite thick and makes
the covering very strong and water-
proof.-

We notice that within the last few
weeks the price of miniature petrol
engines for model planes has been
halved, and it is now possible to con-
struct a “gas model” for approxi-
mately £35. Thus the club is in high

hopes of producing and flying Mary- |
borough’s first gas - model before|:
Christmas. '

The members of the club extend a
cordial invitation to anyone who is in-
terested in model aviation to travel to
Bundaberg with them on the 25th in-
stant, and see the two clubs get to- :
gether for some wonderful flying. 1
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