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MINUTES - MAAQ General Meeting (Q1, FY2026-27)

Tuesday 18 August 2026, 7:30 pm - Microsoft Teams

Chair: Aaron Garle (President) - Minutes: Will Parker (Secretary)

1. Attendance

Management Committee Aaron Garle (President), Craig Burkhardt (Vice President), Will Parker
(Secretary), Randall Mowlam (Treasurer/Registrar), David Neil (Public Relations Officer), Daniel
Wheeler (Development Officer, elected earlier that evening), James McAllen (outgoing Development

Officer), Steve Lightowler (State Flying Instructor, appointed).

Ordinary Members represented - 16 clubs

Club ' Represented by

Australian Large Scale Models David Garle (President)

Central Highlands Jeffrey Dickenson (President)
Gleneagle Model Aero Club Frederick Stanley Wahlin (President)
Hinterland Model Flying Club Clive Tudge (Secretary), Ron Roadknight (President)
Kingaroy Aero Modellers Society John Robert Box (President)
Loganholme Aeromodellers R/C Society Tony Cavanna (Secretary)

Mackay & District Radio Aero Modellers Jaques van der Berg (Secretary)
Maryborough Gert Smit (Secretary)

Moreton Region Sports Soaring John Richard Donaldson (President)
RAAF Amberley Trevor Owens (Registrar)

Radio Aeromodellers Ipswich District Trevor Ross Wendt (Secretary)
Roma & District Aeromodelling Club Kenneth Gordon Dawes (Secretary)




Tingalpa Philip Lennard Gartshore (Secretary)

Toowoomba Amateur R/M Aero Club Douglas Woodcock (President)
Townsville Aeromodellers Society Shane Ivan Wilson, Anthony Hordern (President)
Warwick Aero Modellers Greg Barclay (President)

Also present Jeffrey Linton (Warwick Aero Modellers), Norman Ownsworth, proxy holder for

Loganholme (joined 7:57 pm).

Apologies No apologies were received beyond those recorded at the Annual General Meeting
earlier the same evening - Stephen Davis (Dalby Model Aero Club) and Paul Schultz (Noosa Model
Flyers). Mr Wahlin, who had sent an apology for the AGM, was present for this meeting.

2. Quorum

Twelve of 59 financial Ordinary Members are required (20%, Rule 32.1). Quorum confirmed at
7:31 pm with 15 clubs represented (25.4%). Sixteen clubs were represented over the course of

the meeting.

3. Meeting opened

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:31 pm, noting that the meeting was being recorded, and

confirmed quorum with the Secretary.

4. Acceptance of the previous meeting's minutes, subject to correction

Before the motion was put, the Secretary advised the meeting of a correction to the minutes of the

previous general meeting, identified while preparing for this meeting with the Treasurer.

Correction. The previous minutes recorded the budget adopted at that meeting as version 1.2.
That is incorrect. The version tabled and adopted was "Approved MAAQ Budget 2026-27 v1.3A".

The Secretary explained that two budget models had been put to members ahead of the National
Council's confirmation of annual fees, differing in their treatment of junior fees; and that $5,000
originally set aside for the F5B championships, which were cancelled, had been redistributed by the
Treasurer across promotional events, IT and other lines. Version 1.3A was the budget discussed,
tabled and adopted.

A correction will be noted at the head of the minutes published to the website, and version 1.3A will

be circulated with the minutes of this meeting.

MOTION - That the minutes of the previous general meeting be accepted, subject to the correction
that the budget adopted was "Approved MAAQ Budget 2026-27 v1.3A" and not version 1.2.

Moved - Jaques van der Berg (Mackay & District)
Seconded - John Box (Kingaroy)



CARRIED by general consent, no objection raised.

5. Committee report (President's combined report)

The report was circulated with the notice of meeting and tabled.

President. The Chair reported on the rotary-wing heavy-model inspection process. The trial
inspector who had been handling these had stepped down at short notice; a replacement has been
lined up under the rotary-wing process and applications from rotary-wing members seeking heavy
model inspector status will be progressed quickly, including Mike Smit (Toowoomba). The Chair
undertook to contact Mr Smit directly. Doug Woodcock (Toowoomba) advised that Mr Smit has also

taken on the CFI role for Toowoomba.

Secretary - PA system replacement (for information). The Secretary reported that, having used
the MAAQ trailer's public address system at the Festival of Aeromodellers and at Boomstrike, the
existing unit is old, the wireless microphone consumes batteries heavily, and the Bluetooth link
drops out when people pass between the transmitter and receiver. The Treasurer confirmed the
unit is already depreciated. The Committee resolved to replace it with a modern unit carrying HDMI
inputs, robust Bluetooth and a rechargeable USB-C wireless microphone; a self-powered unit was
considered unnecessary as MAAQ has a generator. A like-for-like replacement is estimated at
$1,300-$1,700, with a microphone to approximately $400, giving a total around $2,000. The
Committee may spend up to $2,000 on capital expenditure at its own discretion, and $5,000 of
capital expenditure is approved in Budget v1.3A. The existing unit will be sold, and clubs wishing to
purchase a working but dated PA system were invited to approach the Committee. No objection

was raised.

Secretary - governance documentation (for information). The Secretary reported that the
Statement of Rules registered with the Office of Fair Trading, and the By-Laws, while operationally
effective, are not in the form of the OFT's current model rules; that their typesetting makes clauses
difficult to reproduce accurately; and that they contain grammatical, punctuation and spelling
errors, with at least one rule appearing to conflict with itself. No word of the rules may be altered

without a 75% majority of ordinary members present at a general meeting.

The proposal, which falls within the Committee's authority under the By-Laws, is to re-typeset the
documents verbatim - correcting indenting, fonts, headings, hierarchy and rule numbering
without altering a single word - so that they can be version-controlled and checked, and then
reconciled against the version lodged with the OFT in September 2020. The OFT has offered a copy
of the association's own rules for approximately $150; the Secretary will first establish which

version they hold. MAAQ forms will also be made machine-fillable while remaining printable.

A report was tabled and will circulate with these minutes; feedback is invited. In due course the
Committee may propose a sub-committee to examine corrections and any rules arising from the
current model rules, including de-confliction and grievance procedures, for members'
consideration at a future general meeting. John Box (Kingaroy) endorsed the proposal - "excellent,
do it" - and David Garle (Australian Large Scale Models) called all in favour. No objection was

raised.



MOTION - That the Committee report be accepted.

Moved - Clive Tudge (Hinterland)
Seconded - Daniel Wheeler (Tin Can Bay)
CARRIED by general consent, no objection raised.

6. Financial report

The Treasurer presented the report for the first quarter, to 2 August 2026, as tabled. Expenditure
for the period is dominated by the annual MAAA fees, and the report shows negative net earnings to
date - a function of the timing of membership income across the financial year rather than any
shortfall. Cash reserves remain strong. Other expenses included indoor hire for the Brisbane Free
Flight Society at Brisbane State High School, meeting expenses, trophies and medallions, trailer

repairs and the CAS grant programme.

MOTION - That the financial report be received as a true and accurate statement for the first

quarter.

Moved - Jaques van der Berg (Mackay & District)
Seconded - Douglas Woodcock (Toowoomba)

CARRIED - all in favour, none against.

7. Registrar's report

The Treasurer/Registrar presented the report as at 2 August 2026: 59 affiliated clubs; 1,504 senior
members, 81 junior members, 2 MAAA life members and 2 MAAQ life members, a total of 1,589.
Compared with the same point last year this represents an increase of approximately 1%. Members

were encouraged to invite visitors to their fields to ask about membership.
MOTION - That the Registrar's report be accepted as true and accurate.

Moved - John Box (Kingaroy)
Seconded - John Richard Donaldson (Moreton Region)
CARRIED by general consent, no objection raised.
8. Honorariums - quarterly confirmation
The Treasurer presented the honorariums and reimbursements for the quarter:

‘ Office ‘ Amount Comprising

Public Relations Officer - David Neil $500.00 honorarium

) i $500 honorarium; $221.90 packaging,
State Flying Instructor - Steve Lightowler $721.90 -
postage and printing

$2,500 honorarium; $116.52 fuel to tow

the trailer to the Festival of

Secretary - Will Parker $2,616.52




Aeromodellers

Treasurer - Randall Mowlam $1,000.00 honorarium

MOTION - That the honorariums be accepted by the clubs.

Moved - Jaques van der Berg (Mackay & District)
Seconded - John Richard Donaldson (Moreton Region)
CARRIED by general consent, no objection raised.

9. State Flying Instructor update

Steve Lightowler reported 41 Wings processed for May, June and July 2026, a noticeable
increase after a quiet period earlier in the year, with no significant issues. Four new instructors
were appointed - the firstin at least a year - and two have already returned Wings forms. There
have been enquiries about a further instructor course; paperwork has been issued to one person

and a reply is awaited.
MOTION - That the State Flying Instructor's update be received.

Moved - Jaques van der Berg (Mackay & District)
Seconded - Trevor Ross Wendt (Ipswich District)

CARRIED by general consent, no objection raised.

10. Public Relations update

The Public Relations Officer was present but working on site and unable to present the item. The
Secretary noted that the PRO's report forms part of the combined Committee report circulated with

the AGM papers, which also carries further detail on the State Flying Instructor's report.

11. General business

(a) Public address system - additional speakers. David Garle (Australian Large Scale Models)
asked that additional speakers be considered for the flight line, so that spectators can hear at larger
events such as Inglewood. The Secretary agreed to include this in the specification and to circulate
the brief before purchase, so that members can suggest alternatives or better pricing; four speakers

with long cable to be considered.

(b) MAAQ trailer at the APA Championships. James McAllen (Sports Aeromodellers Association
Moreton Region) asked whether the MAAQ trailer could attend the APA Championships at
Inglewood. The Chair agreed in principle, noting the value of showing visiting states the support
MAAQ gives special interest groups, and asked that the QPA approach the Secretary or the

President formally so that transport can be arranged.

(c) APA Championships briefing. James McAllen (Sports Aeromodellers Association Moreton
Region) briefed the meeting on the Australian Precision Aerobatics Championships to be held at

Inglewood - F3A pattern, not pylon or IMAC - drawing pilots from most states over three to four



days. The event is also the team trial for the 2027 F3A World Championships in Korea. The
Chair encouraged members to look into pattern flying as a way of giving their flying purpose,
whether or not they intend to compete. David Garle (Australian Large Scale Models) noted that free

camping is available for anyone wishing to attend and support.

(d) Fire flappers for member clubs. Doug Woodcock (Toowoomba) proposed that MAAQ
consider purchasing fire flappers for each member club, of the type carried in the MAAQ trailer, to
assist with grass fires. David Garle (Australian Large Scale Models) asked that backpack water
extinguishers also be costed, noting they had proved very effective and that keeping conventional
extinguishers in date is a burden for clubs. Anthony Hordern (Townsville) noted that the cost of
distributing them to clubs would also need to be considered. ACTION: the Chair undertook that

costs be obtained for both items and discussed with the Treasurer against available funds.

(e) Meeting start time. Norman Ownsworth, proxy holder for Loganholme, asked whether the
meeting had started at 7:00 pm or 8:00 pm, having received a notification for 8:00 pm. The
Secretary explained that the Annual General Meeting had been notified for 7:00 pm, that the
general meeting customarily follows immediately, and that because the AGM concluded early the

general meeting was brought forward rather than leaving members waiting.

12. Meeting closed

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 8:04 pm.

Attachments to circulate: Approved MAAQ Budget 2026-27 v1.3A - Financial Report as at 2
August 2026 - Registrar's Report 2026-27 as at 2 August 2026 - Wings summary May-July
2026 - PA replacement pack - Rules re-typesetting report.

Actions arising: fire flappers and backpack extinguishers to be costed (11d) - PA specification to be
circulated before purchase (11a) - QPA to approach the Secretary or President regarding the trailer
(11b) - correction to the previous minutes to be published at the head of those minutes on the
website (4).

Signatures

President and Chair Secretary

Date: 21/08/2026 Date: 21/08/2026
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